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In accordance with instructions received, the 
letter signed by the Commiasioner of Police together 
with a copy of ea report on Mr. and Mre. H. RBTIER were 
handed to Mr. BOHOMOLEC, Acting Coneul-General for 
Poland, on August 7, 1939 By D.S. Pitts. 


4K wr. BOHOMOZHC had no further ueeful information 
ae to offer thie office in regerd to HSTTER. 


V 4 “ D.C. (Special Branch) 
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Forwarded herewith is a copy of a pesent of the 
result of investigations conducted by this office into 
the activities of Mr. and Mra. Henryk RETTER during their 
stay in Shanghai. 

These enquiries were instituted in February and 
March 1937 following the receipt of information that 
RETTER was suspected of being a commnist agent. 

Although every effort has been made to ascertain 
RETTER’S address after leaving Ghanghai, our activities 
in this direction have met with no result. 


Go Awe 
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March 5, 1957. 
Hen RETTER, Polish Jew. 


Henryk RETTBR, a Polish Jew, was born at Serajevo, 
Yugo-Slavia on &xigust 21, 1910, of Polish parents of Jewish 
extraction. He studied in Poland until 1929 or 1950, when he 
proceeded to Prance to complete his education. He remained in 
France until the summer of 1935 when he came to Shanghai. 

Yrom 19350 until 1933, Retter studied law, econemics and 
commercial ecience at the Universities of Sorbonne (Paris), 

Wancy and Caen end diplomas received by Retter have been seen 
in confidence, leaving little doubt that curing the period in 
question, he was legitimately using his time in studying. 

In 1933 and 1934 Retter was employed in Paris with one 
NW. SIBGBL of 20 Passage des Petit£s Bcuries, Paris. 

In 1935, Retter, who by thie time had married in Paris 
a Polish Jewess named Hinds RABINOWITZ, decided that the time 
was opportume for him to endeavour to support his wife and him 
gelf by his ow labours, as up to this time he had been supported 
by his parents, and after his marriage, by his parents-in-lew, 
who are wealthy people, controlling large seed-oil interests in 
Poland. With this thought in mind he decided to come to China 
to set up an tmport and export business in various lines. From 
the time of his marriage until about two months ago, Retter has 
bee receiving a monthly remittance from his father-in-lw. 

Mrs. Retter is a qualified bactericlogist and after arrival in 
Shanghai unsuceessfully tried to obtain a post with the Freneh 
Munieipel Council eas an analytical chemist. 

Retter and his wife left Prance in Mmguet, 1936, travelled 
overland to Veniee, where they embarked on the 8.8. “Comte Rosso", 
on August 10, 1935. They left this veesel im Hongkeng ca 
September 1, 1935, and remained in the Colony for abeut 16 days, 
after which they continued their journey te Shanghai em the P. & 0. 
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8.8. “Chitral.” Retter’s object in visiting Hongkong was 
to ascertain what opportunities there existed for him as a 
new business man. He was not pleased with the proapects there 
and left after a brief stay. After arrival in Shanghai on 
September 22, 1935, the Retters stayed at the Metropole Hotel 
until October 1, 1935 when they removed to 941 Bubbling Well 
Road, which was then housing the Western Mansions. 

Now during Retter’s voyage to the Far Bast on the 8.8. 
"Conte Rosso”, he became rather friendly with a Mr. A.H. ROACH, 
British, employed in the Tea Department of Messrs. Olivier- 
Chine, 96 Museum Road, who was a fellow passenger. Retter 
confided hie troubles and hopes in Roach, who taking a liking 
to Retter, promised to do what he could to eaesist him in 
"finding his legs” in Shanghai. Since his arrival here, Roach 
has befriended him in both business and private life. 

After Retter had arrived in Shanghai and put up at the 
Metropole Hotel on September 22, 1935, he communicated with 
Roach, who aware of the fact that Retter’s finances were in 
none too healthy a condition, advised him to leave the Metropole 
as it was too expensive and move to a poarding-house or & 
smaller hotel. Accordingly on October 1, 1935 the Retters 
removed to the Western Mansions, where they resided for one 
month. 

On September 23, 1935 Retter first approached the local 
Polish Legation authorities for the purpose of registering 
himeelf and his wife as Polish citizens. Although Mrs. Retter 
was in possession of a Polish passport issued 1 Paris bearing 
her married name, neither she nor Retter could produce other 
documentary evidence (marriage certificate, ete.) to prove to 
the satisfaction of the Polish authorities that they were 
legally married. As a reoult of this the Polish Legation felt 
that Retter was possibly trying to conceal something of & 
dubious nature, and communicated with its Legation in Paris 
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requesting full information regarding Retter’s activities and 
movements whilst in France. FPollowing this, the Surete 
Nationale (the French equivalent of Scotland Yard) conducted 
investizations into Retter’s affairs in France, and according 
to the information transmitted to Shanghai from Paris, amy 

° £ Retter’ ivities d_be 
being unfounded, he having 2 the normal life of f 
student. Information was also forthcoming from Paris which 
permitted the local Legation to register both Retter and his 
wife as a legally married couple. 

In the latter part of October, 1935 an advertisement 
appeared in the North-China Daily News offering a furnished 
apartment at Flat 3, House 4, Greystone Apartments, 525 
Seymour Road. Roach, still playing the rele of a friend, 
arranged with the advertiser to take over the flat on Retter's 
behalf as from November 1, 1955. The advertiser, Mr. J.3. 
WIXON, British, in whose name the premises are still leased, 
ie the proprietor of Jas. EB. Nixon & Go., Cotton end Cottan 
Waste Merchants, 149 Szecmien Road. He resides at 310 Hart 
Road and enjoy® a good reputation locally. Retter and his 
wife moved into this flat on November 1, and since that date 
heave paid rent of $175 per month to Mr. Nixon. 

On October 9, 1935 Retter leased Post Office Box Bo. 
1244, Mr. West, the then manager of the Western Mansiens, acting 
es guarantor. 

On January 15, 1936, Retter took over Office No.33 
located on the Srd floer of the Gapitol Building, 142 Museum 
Road, having previously made arrangezents with the agents, 
Messrs. 5.3. Shahmoom & Go., 835 Peking Road, to lease it for one 
year or more at a monthly rental of $60. He used this office 
for transacting such business in which he was engaged, bat as 
will be explained below, his business was not sufficiently 
prosperous to compel him to visit the office regularly, and it 
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has been established that he was in the habit of only 
occasionally making calls at his office - sometimes three 
and four times a week and sometimes even less. All office 
equipment was furnished by the agents, no telephone was 
installed, no assistant was employed and nobody other then 
Retter himself and the office clemers ever put foot in the 
office. 

Retter gave up this office on February 26, 1957. A 
confidential “leek-over” the office in question on March 1, 
1937 failed to reveal anything of a suspicious nature. 

Regarding Retter’s business activities, it has been 
ascertained that he dealt in the import and expert of cloth 
menufactures and piece goods from and to Poland and Palestine, 
anda occasionally dealt in sassage easings and tea. He has 
done a emall but regular amount of business during the last 
twelve months with Messrs. Jardine, Mathesen’s, Pelish-Ghinese 
Trading Corporation Ltd., 150 Kiwkiang Road and the Polish 
Import and Bxpert Go., 320 Suecimen Road. He is a member 
of the Pelisch Chamber of Commerce, and although far from being 
a “dig” business men, is regarded by members of this Ghamber 
as being an honest and straightforward individual. 

He receives very little mail frem abroaéi and that which 
does arrive iw delivered to him through the medium of P.0. Box 
1844. 

One thing is certain - Retter is not very well-off ae 
regards money, inspite of the fact that his parente-in-law 
wmtil a short time ago, were in the habit of regularly sending 
him remittances to enable him te suppert their danghter in a 
fair degree of eenfert. 

Questioned threugh « third persen Retter was esked why 
be had deen absent frem Poland since 1988. In reply he stated 
quite frankly in eréer te ovate military services and that tf, 
end when he returned te Poland, he was “gsing to heve & geet 
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try to get out of it for geed*. 
Retter spent many heurs each week in the Vereign ¥.M.C.A. 


studying imtricate chess probleme, and Pleying chees with seme 
of the leeal experts. He was recently suceesesfel in @ chess 
tournament at the Y.H.C.A. He often played with one M. DIAMANT, 
who some years ago came under the suspicion of this office, 

Dut aceording to our present enquiries no significance peyend 
their mtual interest in the games cam be attached to their 
meetings. Diemant, it should be added, is one of the most 
prominent chess players in Shanghai. 

Retter’s home has been therenghly checked, but there is 
no indication from its contents that he is engaged in aug 
subversive activities. 

An wnebetrusive watch was maintained over Retter’s 
movements for twelve days commencing frem Yobruary 16, 1997, 
Dut apart from a few business calis of a legitinmte nature, 
meet of his time was spent st home with his wife end beby 
@anghter (bern in the Country Hoepital in the entum ef 1936) 
and at the Y.M.G.A. playing chess. Tre surveillance, heouwsver, 
reveale@ ese very interesting aspect of a negative nature. In 
the past when watches have deen maintained over kuwun agente 
of the Gomintern, it has been very neticeadle hew the suspects 
have deubdled, twisted and turned im their treekes anf generally 
reeerted to methods that weuld cenfeund ené wpeot ang pemoible 
hetewer. In Retter’s ense nothing of this kind was ebeorved 
and it is feasible te believe that were he an accredited agent 
. of ‘some subversive ergenisation, he would have takes greater 
precentions to elude any watchers thas he ¢isplaged whee he 
wae under survetiianse. 

During the peried of taveotigntion Better nes eaay,pean 
cen out ence with = persen ether then his wife ent cnéié and 
thie individeal was the Ghairman ef the Polich Gianber 
Gumeres, these eteduct ie israpeenebabic, 
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In the light of information unearthed during the past 
week, it was learned that Retter had made up his mind in the 
early part of February of this year to leave Shanghai for 
Berepe. This was before the watch was placed over him and 
before any enquiries had been made by this office regarding 
his activities. From information in our possession, it 
appears that Retter realising his business capabilities were 
limited, that his opportunities for doing business and making 
money were even less, and from the fact that since the begisn- 
ing of Jemary 1937, he could not hepe to receive any more 
remittances from his parents-in-lew, owing to certain new 
restrictions placed upen the expert of Polish currensy, he 
eame to the conclusion that the wisest course to adopt was to 
leave China es early as possible in order to aveid starving 
heres 

His father-in-law, moreover, had requested him te 
return to Poland and assist him (the father) in his business, 
and as far &s can be ascertained such was Retter’s intention 
after his arrival in Burepe. 

Qn February 15, 1937 Retter advised Mr. Nixon that 
he would be giving up the apertment at Seymour Roe on Mareh 
2, 1937. A few days prior to February 15, 1957 Retter made 
his way to the Polish Legation and made formnj}épplication 
for @ new passport to replace the one he held, which by that 
time, hed expired. He was iseued with Polish Passport Bo. 
16/97 (4146988) iemed by the seme authority om Ocetoder 31, 
1936. Beth Retter and his wife received visee fer travel in 
Aantria, valid for ene year, on February 96, 1937 fren the 
M@astrion Consulate-General and trensit viene fer ame journey 
threugh U.8.5.R. em March 1, 1957 frem the Soviet Gensplate- 
General. 

Retter, his wife and ehild left Ghangnat on Maven 28, 
1997 en the Seviet s.s. "Sever® fer Viesivestess en vente for 
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Poland via Siberia. The fact that Retter travelled on a 
Soviet vessel when leaving Shanghai might appear, at first 
sight, to confirm the suspicions that he is an agent of the 
Comintern, but it has be definit tabli that Retter 
travelled on this particular vessel on advice tendered by Mr. 
Roach. Retter asked Roach for advice as to the quickest, 
easiest and cheapest way to re&ch Poland from Ghanghai, and 
bearing in mind that the trip via the D.K.K. Line to Dairen 
and thence by rail to the Sowiet border would entail numerous 
changes, which would not be convenient when travelling with 

@ young baby, Roach advised Retter to book through the Soviet 
Intourist Ageney to Poland, using the sea-route to Viadivostock 
and thence by rail - a question of one change only. Roach 
even went with Retter to the agency and to the Soviet Gonsuiate- 
General and assisted Retter in making the booking and procuring 
his visae. Wr. Roach is quite a well known man in Shanghai 

and there is no question of his relations with Retter being 
other than those of a friend. In fact the greater part of 
Retter’s friends and acquaintances in Shanghai, who were not 
many, were introduced to him by Mr. Roache 

Retter had three banking accounts in Shanghai - the 
Wational City Bank of New York, the Chartered Bank and the 
Italian Benk for China. It is not believed that this podat 
has any special significance, for it is a well known fect thet 
business men, especially those people who are not well off, 
are assisted considerably in their affairs by the fast that 
they have a mumber of banking accounts, however small they 
may be. 

Retter was also a member of the Polish Gharity ergen- 
isation Committee and is reperted te have helped considerably 
in alleviating distress ameng ieeal Pelish inéigent cireies. 

The enquiries regar€ing Netter have been mathe veuy 
disereetly and it mast be said that frem the infesmation gained 
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there is not the slightest evidence to show that he was 
actively connected with any comamnist apparatus in Shanghai 


or in France prior to his arrival here. All avenues have 


i 
_ deen combed for information regarding this man in the light 


of subversive activities and the people who have been 
confidentially approached during the course of this inves- 
tigation, have expressed the opinion that Retter was too 
honest and straightforward a man ever to be connected with 


communists or their nefarious work. 


e POSELSTWO Szanghaj, (2 CZ. Judy... A 
RZECZYPOSPOLITES POLSKIEJ Shanghat, le 
. W CHINACH aa - . 
LEGATION 26 Reute Delastre,, 


DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE POLOGNE “; 
EN CHINE ; 


Nr Re23L/C0/14 . 


W spraewie ir, and Mrs. i. Retter3 
Objet 


enquiry. 


Dear sir, 

The Consular Section of the Polish Legation 
in China, request you kindly to inform it 
whether Mr. and Mrs. Henryk RETTER, both Polish 
citizens, are noted in your files. 

The Polish Legation in China will be much 
obliged if you would furnish it with full details 
that might be in your possession, pertaining to 
the abovcementioned Mr. and Mrs. H. RETTER,. 

Their last address was known to be at 525 


Seymour Road. 


I beg to remain, 
Dear sir, 
your obedient servant, 


The Commissioner, — a ee 


Shanghai Municipal Police, 
ZDhanghaiti. 


Acting Consul General for Poland, 
26 Route Delastre, 
REANRGHAL 


Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter No.R-31/Ch/l4 dated July 19, 1939, 
and in reply have to state that the matter is re- 
ceiving attention. 

I have the homour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Sd. K. M. Beurns. 
Commissioner of Police. 


WPY/. 


August 5, 38. 
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Sir, 


I reply to your letter No. B-31/Ch/l4 Gated 
July 19, 1930 I have the honour to forward herewith a 
confidential report concerning Mr. and Mre. Retter. 


I have the honour te be, 
sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Sd. K. M. Courne. 


Ceymissioner of Pelfec. 
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-—..... inquiries conducted into the past end present activities 
_oF & suspected comiunist agent, whose nance was reported to be 
“a, Retter", have produced the following resultst- 
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extraction, _-i: studied in -oland until 1929 or 1950, “hen___ 


he proceded to “rance to complete his educution.  iie reiained— 


_in #rance until the summer of 1955 when he came to Snunghal. | 


me vom 1930 until 1953, Metter studied lew, economics 


ond comercial science at the Universities of Sorbonne (Paris), _ 
_suney and Caen and diplomas rece:ived by ..etter have veen szen 


| in confidence, lcavin, Little doubt tiiat during the period in 


question, he was levitinuately using his time in studying. 
ae In 1933 and 1954 .ictter was employed in wuris witn one 
a _ One Ke visisL of 20 Passave des «etitigs ucuries, .iris. a 
ae _ +n 1935, wetter, who by this cime .ad married in Paris _ 


wt ices 
vf a vrolish Jewess named iiinda ll 2 decided that the time was 


. BANC! OW oortune for hin to endeuvour to support his wife and himself 
\ 
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are wealthy people, controlling large seed-oil interests in 


Q ( voland. With this thought in mind he decided to come to China 

a. ~ to set up an import and export vusiness in various lines. From 
- - aay af 

vy the time of his marriage until about two months ago, xetter has 


been receiving a monthly remittance from his father-in-law. Mrae 


aA 
ahs | netter is a qualified bacteriologist and after arrival in shanghai 


‘S ] unsuccessfully tried to ootain a post with the French Municipal 
1s 1 Council as an analytical chemist. 


etter and his wif ¥rance in »ugust, 1935, travedien 


or 
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overl.nd to Venice, where they embaried on the 8.Se"Vonte stouBd, 


on august 10, 1925. they left this vessel in ion kong on. 2 


september 1, 195), and remained in the volony for avout 18 —_ 


days, efter nich they continued their journey to shanghai on 
the 2% Oo Se8e “Gnitrvl."  -etter's object in visiting 
_onvkens was to ascertuin what ovportunities tnere existed for _ 
tim as ane business man. iis was not pleased with the pros= _ 
_.pects there and lvft after a brief stay, «after arrival in 
—2mnghai on ceptember 22, 1955, the .etters stayed at the 


etrovole .otel until vuctober 1, 1935 when they removed to 941 


_ subbling #e11 oad, which was then housing the J/estern iiansions. 
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| “Conte iiosso,” he became rutner friendly with a ive teile ROnCH, 
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_ sritish, employed in the tea Jepartment of .essrs,. Vlivier- 


__vhine, _95 .jwuseum coud, who was a fellow passenger. Retter 

_ conrided his troubles and hopes in -ioach, who vaking a liking _ 
to setter, promised to do what he could to assist him in 
“finding his legs“ in vinanghai. since his urrival here, -oach 


has oefriended hi. in both business and private life. 


.fter «etter had urrive! in shanghai und put up at the 
«wc tropole stotel on veptember £2, 1955, he conmunicated with 


xoach, who aware of the fact that xetter's finances were in 


none too healthy « Condition, edvised him to leave tne i.ctropole 


as it was too expensive and move to a boarding-house or a 
smaller hotel. accordingly on Octover 1, 1955 the setters 


vemoved to the ,vestern iiansions, where they resided for one 


month. 


On veptenoer 23, 1935 etter first asproached the local 


Polish Legation authorities for the purpose of re, ,istering 
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_nimself and his wife as rolish citizens. «lthough srs. setter 


the satisfaction of the seolish ho authorities that _they were 


_ Nationale (the *rénch equivalent of Scotland Yard) conducted 


was in possession of a #olish passport issued in Paris bearing — 


her married name, neither she nor Netter could a produce other 


documentary ewidence (marriage cé« certificate, etc) _to prove to 


_iegally married. 8 a result of this the rolish Legation — 


felt that “etter was possibly trying to conceBl something of _ 


_& dubious nature, and comounicated with its Legation in Paris 


requesting full information regarding Hettoer's activkties und 


movements whilst in “rance. ollowing this, the Surete 


investigations into Hetter's affairs in rrance, and according 
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| _to the information -ransmitted to pitted to shunghai from Paris, any 


_. &ugpicions concerning etter’s activtjes could ve regarded as 


er unfounded, he having lead the normal life of a foreign 


Student. Information was also forthcoming from Paris which 


permitted the local Lezation to register both itetter and his 


wife as a legally married couple. 


in the letter part of October, 1935 an advertisement 


appeared in the North-China Dseily News offering a furnished 
apartment at Slat 5, House 4, Greystone apartments, 525 Sey- 
mour Koad. Roach, still papying the role of a friend, 


arranged with the: advertiser to take over the flat on xetter's 


behalf as from November 1, 1935. The advertiser, lire Joule 
NIXON, British, in whose name the premises are siill leased, 
is the proprietor of Jase we Wixon « CO., Cotton and Cotton 

Waste Merchants, 149 Szechuen Road. He resides at 310 Hart 
Road and enjoys a good reputation locally. Retter and his 


wife moved into this flat on November 1, and since that date 
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have paid rent of 9175 per month to sir. Nixon, _ 


Uh October 9, 1935 xetter leased Post vf fice Box No. 


1244, re vest, the then manager of the Western iiansione, acting 


_as_ guarantor. _ 


-_On January 15, 1956, setter took over UFfice 04 535 _ 


Apoated on Rhe urd. floor of <ne Vapl tot Sulidings 24% Assen 


Houd, having previously mude_ ar:angenents with the agents, .esars. 
_ eae Shahmoon 7 Coe, oS reking toad, to lease it for one year 


or more at a montnly rental of .60. He used this office for 


__be explained below, his business was not sufficiently prosperous 


| oO cowpel hii: to visit the office resularly, und it hus becn  _ 
| established that he was in the hubit of only occasionally 


| making calls at his office - souetines three and four times 


_a& week ani soiuetives even less. “ll office equipment was 


_ turnished oy the wsents, no telephone was installed, no assistant 


was employed and nobody other than -ietter himself and the office 


cleuners ever put foot in the office. 
actter gave up this office on seboruary 20, 1937. a 


confidential “look-over" the office in question on march 1, 1937 


fuiled to reveal anything of a suspicious nature. 


xe jarding xetter's business-aciivities, it has been 


ascertained that he d alt in the import and export of cloth 
manufactures and piece goods from and to Poland and Palestine, 


and occasionally dealt in sausage casings and tea. He has 
done <= small but regular amount of business during the last 


twelve months with Messrs. Jardine, Matheson's, rolish=-Chi:ese 


Trading Corporation Ltd., 150 Kiukiang xoad and the Polish 
Import and uxport Co., 320 Szechuen Road. He is a member 
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i 
of the «olish silt vomnerce, and although far from being _ 


as being an honest and straightforvard individual. — 


ue receives very little mail from abroad and that which) 


does arrive is delivered to him throush the medium of PeV. Box | 


1244. 


—~Me_thins 2 certain -_Metter is not very well- off as 


until «= short time ago, were in the habit 2k seneiiontiee muriticas < 
him remittances to enable him to support -vheir daughter ina 


fair degree of comfort. 


questioned throuh a tnird person xetter was asxed why 


| he had been absent trom <oland since 1928. in reply he stated 
| quite franyly in order to evade military service and that if, 


and when he returned to roland, he wus “going to have a good 


try to get out of it for good.” 
etter spent many hours each week in the soreign YelisCead. 


studying intricate chess problems, and Playing chi chess with some. 


of the local 1 experts. He was recently successful in a chess 


tournament at the Y¥ ell eC etre He _often Played with one xi. 


JIsaueait, Who some years ago came under the suspicion of this of this 
° t according to our present enquiries no significance 


beyond their mutual intetest in the game can be attached to 


their meetings. Diumant, it should be added, is one of the most 
prominent chess players in Shanghai. 


Ketter's home has been thoroughly checked, but there is 
no indication from its contents that he is engaged in any sub- 
versive activities. 


an unobvstrusive watoh Maintained over Retter's movements 
jo 
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| precautions to elude any wa*~hers thun he displayed when he 


saviventnaveeerepesiinia enero OPMOUNEER. OY ces sccencersvewvivseteserzeucichte seus sices tects seaeneneeemnadssuaseeerivaeadt 


for twelve days coumencing from sebruary 16, 1937, but «part _ 
from _a few ousiness calls of a legitimate nature, most of his 


t was spent at home with his wife und baby daughter (born 


_in_the Country Hospital in the autumn of 1936) und at_the _ 


—feiigCeue playing chess. the surveillance, owever, revealed _ 
.one very interesting aspect of a negative natures In the 


past when watches have been muintuined over known agents of the 
_Qouintern, it has been very noticeable how the suspects have 
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_ Shadower. in Ketter's case nothing of this kind was observed _ 


| and it is feasible to believe that were he an accredited agent _ 


of some suoversive organisation, he would have taken greater 


wa. under -urveillance. 


__yuring the period of investigation Ketter has only 


been seen out onee with a »,erson otner than his wife and child 


and this individual was the Chairman of the ~olish Chamber | 


of Coumerce, whose conduct is irrenroachable. 


in the light of information unearthed durin; the past 


week, it was learned that setter had madsf up his m&nd in the 
early part of sebruary of this year to leave shanghai for 


isUrope. this was vefore the watch was placed over him and 


vefowe any enguiries: had been made by this office regarding 
his activities. ¥Yron information in our possession, it 
appears that Ketter realising his business capabilities were 
limited, that his opportunities for doing business and making 


money were even less, and from the fact that since the bt ve 
of Jmus 1937, he could not hope to receive any more 
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Temittances /rom nis parents-in-law, oving to certain new 
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restrictions placed upon the export of Polish currency, he came 


to the conclusion that the wisest course to adopt was to leave — 


__ &fter his arrival in wsurope. 


2. hie, adie im, wistacciee, Ind Tenet. i, es — 


return to *“oland and assist him (the father) in his ousiness, _ 


ad_as far as can be ascertained such was xetter's intention _ 


On #ebruary 15, 1937 Retier advised iir, Nixon that _ 


he would be giving up the apartment at Seymour goad on i:arch 


_ 2 ,1957. # fev days prior to February 15, 1937 kctter made 


his way to the .olish legation and made formalzpplication 


for a new | passport to replace the one he held , nich by that 


time, had expired. cic was issued with ?eolish Pussp.rt so. 


16/3" (414554) on #-bruary 20, 1937 by the Polish Lezation in 


v—ancnal. -Fs. xetter is in possession of Pusspor: No. 


137/36 (414322) issued by tho same authority on October 31,1936. 


30th xetter and his wife received visae for travel in a1 in sustria, — 


valid for one year, on sebruary 26, 1957 from the austrian 


Consulate-General and transit visae for one journey through 
UeS.S.R, on March 1, 1937 from the Soviet Consulate-teneral, 


Xetter, his wife and child left Shanghai on Larch 2, 
1937 on the soviet s.s. “Sever” for Vladivostock en route for 
Poland via Siberia. the fact that Netter travelled on a 
Soviet vessel when leaving Shanghai might appear, at first 


sight, to confirm the suspicions thet he is an agent of the 
Q@omintern, } bas been defin TETU that Retter 


travelled on this particular vessel on advios ndered e 


| Roach, Retter asked Roach for advice as “te Shim quickest, 
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@asiest and cheapest way to reach roland from Shanghai, and _ 
bearing in wind that the trip via the DeKeii. Line to vairen _ 
and thence by rail to the Soviet border would entail nunerous 


__chunges, which would not be convenixient when cravelling with_ 
youn; baby, Houch advised xetter to book through the Soviet 


__Intourist agency _to land, using the sea-route to Vladivos- 


BOCK Gnd. EAenos Sy S854 = SB ROgwStOh et Saw BME Ones... . 
___seach even went with Ketter to the agency and to the Soviet 
__ionsulate-General and assisted .etter in making the booking 


_and procuring his visae. Lire Roach is quite a well known 


_man_ in Shanghai and there is no question of xem his relations 
_with Retter being other than those of a friend. in fact the 


_ureater part of xetter's friends and acquaintances in Shanghai, 


|_._who were not many, were introduced to him by lir. Roache 
dxetter had three banking accounts in Shanghai - the 


ational City sunk of Ne. York, the Chartered sank and the 
italian sank for China. it is not believed that this point 


has any special significance, for it is a -:e11 known fact that 


ovusiness mens especially those people who are not well off, 


are assisted conside: ‘ably in their affairs by the fact that 


they have a number of _banking accounts, however small they 


me be. 


Retter was also a member of the rolisg Charity organ- 
isation Committee and is reported to have iielped considerably 
in alleviating distress among local Polish indigent circles, 

His description is as follows%- 
age, 273 height; about 5°10"; build, medium; hair, chestnut; 
' eyes, brown; face, oval. Photographs of setter and his 


wife are forwarded herewith. 
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_ the enquiries reyardinz <tetter have been made very 


_there is not the ,1ldihtest evidence to show that he was _ 
actively conn:eted with any comuunist apoaratus in Shunghai 


or_in #rance prior to his arrival here. «li avenues have. 


been combed for information regarding this man in the light of _ 
subversive activities and the people who have ben confidentially 
agyroached during the course of this investigation, have 


expressed the opinion that Xetter was too honest and straight- _ 


forward a man ever to be connected with comuunists or their 


_nefarious work. it is hoped to have xetter's address in 
Poland in our possession in the near future when a further 
| report will be submitted. 
A = 
ye Scananaiediadameannié 


D.C. (Special Branch). Sg 


